
 
 

 
 

WINCHESTER TOWN FORUM 
 

Thursday, 19 March 2020 
Attendance: 

 
Councillors 

 
Becker (Chairperson) 

 
Craske 
Hiscock 
Hutchison 
Learney 
 

Mather 
Thompson 
Tod 
Weir 
 

 
 

 
 
Apologies for Absence:  
 
Councillors Gottlieb, Ferguson, Green, Murphy and Scott 
 
Audio recording of the meeting  
 
A full audio recording of this meeting is available via this link: Full audio recording 
 
 

 
1.    APOLOGIES  

 
Apologies for the meeting were noted as above. 
 
 

2.    DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS  
 
Councillors Hiscock and Tod each declared a non pecuniary interest in relation 
to items upon the agenda that may had related to their role as a County 
Councillor. 
 
 

3.    CHAIRPERSON'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None. 
 
 

4.    MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 19 
January 2020 be approved and adopted. 

Public Document Pack

https://democracy.winchester.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=159&MId=1926&Ver=4


 
 

 
 

 
 

5.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
Mr Patrick Davies addressed the Forum in respect of report WTF287 – “Vision 
for Winchester – Update”. In summary, Mr Davies raised the following: 
 

1. He felt that the section of the report regarding risk may need to be 
reviewed in light of Covid-19 and the cancellation of the 2020 local 
elections. 

2. He asked that further information be included to show the detail of how 
the consultation exercise would reach the groups intended. 

3. He asked that additional information regarding the Town Forum Informal 
Planning group be provided in the report    

4. He believed that it was important that organisations such as the City of 
Winchester Trust were actively involved. 

 
The Chairperson and the Strategic Director responded to points one, two and 
three. Councillor Learney responded to item four and advised Mr Davies that the 
City of Winchester Trust and many other local organisations would be engaged 
in the project. 
 
 
 

6.    VISION FOR WINCHESTER - UPDATE  
 
(Report ref WTF287)  

The Strategic Director introduced the report which provided an update on the 
appointment of consultants to assist in the production of a new ‘Vision for 
Winchester’ and he detailed the key stages of the work to be undertaken over 
the next few months. Also present for this item were consultants:  Richard 
Eastham (Feria Urbanism), Timo Peach (Momo:zo) and Laura Mulhern (Støriie).  

The Forum was provided with a presentation which highlighted a number of 
matters, including; the project brief, the anticipated timelines and the 
engagement strategy. Following this, Members were asked for their views and to 
provide further guidance to the project. 

The Forum then asked questions and raised comments which were responded 
to by officers and the consultants accordingly.  
 
Councillor Hutchison asked that the minutes of this meeting record that she did 
not agree with the contents of paragraph 11.4 of the report.    
 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be noted. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

7.    PRESENTATION  -  RESULTS OF THE OPEN SPACE SURVEY  
 
The Natural Environment & Recreation Manager gave a presentation which 
provided a summary of the Parks & Open Spaces survey undertaken between 
December 2017 and November 2018. The key aims of the survey were to 
understand usage, identify opportunities for improvement and to raise the profile 
of the spaces. 

The Forum asked questions and raised comments which were responded to by 
officers accordingly. Officers advised that further information was available on 
the council’s website and that specific action plans would be developed. 
 
 

8.    PARK PLAN FOR NORTH WALLS RECREATION GROUND  
 
(Report ref WTF283) 

Councillor Learney as Cabinet Member for Housing and Asset Management 
introduced the item and provided an update regarding the wider context of the 
Leisure Centre project. The Natural Environment & Recreation Manager 
introduced the report which set out the need for a Park Plan for the North Walls 
Recreation Ground which would provide the opportunity to consider how this 
open space could meet the changing demands placed on it. It was proposed that 
the Park Plan would be developed through public engagement and discussion 
with park users and community groups. The report also provided an update on 
the management of the Artificial Turf Pitches (ATP) and tennis courts following 
the closure of River Park Leisure Centre and the refurbishment of the play area 
at this site. 

The Forum asked questions and raised comments which were responded to by 
officers accordingly and Members agreed to discuss certain elements further. 

 
RESOLVED: 

1. That Winchester Town Forum approved the procurement 

and development of a Park Plan for the North Walls 

Recreation Ground. 

 

2. That Winchester Town Forum approved the retention of 

responsibility for the Artificial Turf Pitches and the tennis 

courts following the closure of the River Park Leisure 

Centre. 

 
 
 
 

9.    TOWN FORUM GRANT PROGRAMME UPDATE  
 
(Report ref WTF285) 



 
 

 
 

Councillor Weir as Cabinet Member for Local Economy and the Service Lead – 
Community introduced the item. It was explained that the Town Forum for many 
years had provided funds to support the work of voluntary and community 
organisations in the Winchester Town area, recognising the valued range of 
services they delivered. The report provided an update on the following funding 
initiatives: 

 Grant review 2018 – Strategic fund allocations – (previous paper 
CAB3079)  

 Small grant allocations 2019/2020 

 The launch of Crowdfund Winchester: Winchester Town Community Fund 
– (previous paper WTF276) 

 
The Forum asked questions and raised comments which were responded to by 
officers accordingly. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. Noted that the Town Forum’s contributions to the Strategic fund 

allocations of £20,000 each for the Live Theatre Winchester Trust 

and Citizens Advice Winchester District continue for 2020/21. 

2. Approved that the small grant programme continues to be operated 

in the new style of an interactive grant panel, involving the Town 

Forum Informal Grant Panel Members. 

3. Noted the timescales for the launch of the Crowdfund Winchester: 
Winchester Town Community Fund. 

 
 

10.    WORK PROGRAMME  
 

The Forum reviewed the work plan as detailed on pages 59 – 64 of the 
agenda pack. 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
That the 2019/20 work programme was noted. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm and concluded at 9.00 pm 
 
 
 

Chairperson 


	Minutes

